
AAN Poverty Reduction 
July 20, 2021 

Zoom 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

 

 

Chair: Allyson Dann, Ben Patmore 
 
Present: 
Mezaun Lakha-Evin (CPA/AAN)  Mary-Beth Finney (URSA) 

Andrea van Vught (Disability Pride)  Ben Patmore (CCIS) 

Ermira Kusari (CAN)    Colleen Huston (Action Hall) 

Allyson Dann (CFAN) 

Tony Flores (The Advocate for Persons with Disability - ex officio member)  
  

 Meeting Minutes 
 1. Land Acknowledgement 

Welcome and Introductions 

2. Meeting minutes from June 2021 - Approved 

 3. AISH Stories 
- The idea and work around the campaign started with two practicum students 
who ran a successful survey to gather information on what the non-disability 
community knows about AISH. The idea then expanded to include stories from 
people who receive AISH supports so that they could share their experience. IN 
addition, a short survey has been drafted and shared with AAN members to 
gather information from the perspective of the frontline workers who support 
people on AISH. The goal is for the campaign to be education and raise 
awareness about the importance of AISH and the benefits that it provides. The 
campaign is designed to be launched on the International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty on October 17, 2021 – and run all week. 
- To date, we have received 7 stories. The stories have been shared with the 
table members and are also available on the shared google drive for this table: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15MrWVgGF_6cMvw2WKFa0PgJd_hCKq
jTJ?usp=sharing 
 
Office of the Disability Advocate in Alberta 
- The Disability Advocate will be joining the poverty reduction table to learn 
more about the work that the table is doing and find ways to develop and 
mutually supportive for all involved. 30% of the issues that come through the 
office of the disability advocate are related to AISH, with it being one of the 
largest programs in place. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15MrWVgGF_6cMvw2WKFa0PgJd_hCKqjTJ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15MrWVgGF_6cMvw2WKFa0PgJd_hCKqjTJ?usp=sharing
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Angus Reid Institute: Canadians concerned about disability poverty, on-board 
with proposed new national benefit:  
https://angusreid.org/disability-poverty-benefit/  
- It is important that the general public understand what disability and poverty 
mean.  
 
Human Services and Poverty Task Force facilitated by Public Interest 
Alberta 
- There is a meeting cheduled for Thursday, August 19th tentatively from 10 am 
to 11:30 am. 
-  There is also a survey for feedback and encourage people to fill out to help 
determine priorities for the group: https://forms.gle/5a3J2yMYSLxFaB6W7 
- Additionally there is an Alberta Poverty Reduction Network is on Facebook 
that has monthly networking meetings if you might like to join. Alberta Poverty 
Reduction Network | Facebook 
- As well if you know of people who might benefit from $ 10 childcare, please 
share this website broadly as BC just signed on to a federal agreement: 
https://www.pialberta.org/10aday 
 
Disability Without Poverty 
- https://www.disabilitywithoutpoverty.ca/ 
- We are a movement led by people with disabilities supported by our families, 
friends, service providers, allies and organizations. Connected with the PLAN 
Institute in Vancouver. Have been connecting with Minister Qualtrough to 
discuss what a disability benefit means for Canadians with disabilities. Andrea 
will report back to the table. 
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2021/07/05/canadians-expect-our-
governments-to-do-more-for-those-living-with-disabilities.html  
- They are hosting RoundUp Events with people with disabilities that are 
bringing their art to the table: 
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ei1z69h09c7806
12&llr=vixzxh7ab&showPage=true%5C  
 
AISH frontline worker survey – results review 
- So far we have received 6 responses to the survey. Ermira will be sending a 
weekly friendly reminder until July 31 to AAN members. Table members are 
encouraged to answer the survey if they are frontline workers and distribute it 
further to their networks.  
- Survey link: https://forms.gle/R1n3HNNbvzRYziKo7 
 
AISH third party payment 

https://angusreid.org/disability-poverty-benefit/
https://forms.gle/5a3J2yMYSLxFaB6W7
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AlbertaPovertyReductionNetwork
https://www.facebook.com/groups/AlbertaPovertyReductionNetwork
https://www.pialberta.org/10aday
https://www.disabilitywithoutpoverty.ca/
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2021/07/05/canadians-expect-our-governments-to-do-more-for-those-living-with-disabilities.html
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2021/07/05/canadians-expect-our-governments-to-do-more-for-those-living-with-disabilities.html
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ei1z69h09c780612&llr=vixzxh7ab&showPage=true%5C
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ei1z69h09c780612&llr=vixzxh7ab&showPage=true%5C
https://forms.gle/R1n3HNNbvzRYziKo7
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- AISH recipient can arrange and consent to have their rent be paid directly and 
the amount is taken out of the payment and made directly to the housing 
agency. This has proven to be beneficial as the rent is paid on time and reduces 
the stress of dealing with the payment. The remaining money goes to the 
individual.  
 
Basic Income 
Basic Income Fact Sheet to share with City of Calgary Candidates 2021 has 
been made available: attached to the email along with the minutes. 
 
Next steps for the AISH campaign 
- A subcommittee will be formed to move the work along between table 
meetings on the AISH campaign. During the meeting the following members 
committed to it: Colleen, Ben, Allyson, Tony, Mezaun, Ermira. The 
subcommittee will work on recording the stories in addition to closed captioning, 
researching and providing links and information on recommendations.  
- Each story will be individually presented (with voice recording and closed 
captioning) on social media and via websites during the week of October 11-17, 
2021. Each story should have a Recommendation and Read More as it pertains 
to the area of focus shared in each story. 
- The names on the stories will be removed and replaced with initial(s) only.  
- Story collection as well as the frontline worker survey collection will be finalized 
on July 30, 2021. 
- Compensation for stories: Ermira will create a spreadsheet on the shared 
google drive folder and list each of the stories, including the ones that have 
been compensated so far. The table had agreed on a $20 gift card to Walmart 
for those willing to share their stories. If you are willing to cover one or more 
stories, please place your name next to the story that you are willing to support. 
Link to the spreadsheet: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1oHFC-
SH3UdqLtnOE7TVCrR4Bqh9xaEy8x1zme2lkeX8/edit?usp=sharing  
 
Mayoral candidate discussions 
- AAN and VAD will be hosting mayoral candidate panel discussions in Calgary 
and Edmonton (and exploring the option to host in some other major centers 
across the province) with questions to mayoral candidates as they pertain to 
persons with disabilities. The events are designated to take place in September, 
2021. Once more information becomes available and details of the events are 
laid out, it will be shared with the AAN members. 
- Members of the Disability Action Hall has extended an invitation to all City 
Candidates to join them for a conversation on Thursday, August 19th from 6 pm 
to 8 pm online on zoom: http://www.actionhall.ca/2021/07/an-invite-to-all-
calgary-candidates.html  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1oHFC-SH3UdqLtnOE7TVCrR4Bqh9xaEy8x1zme2lkeX8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1oHFC-SH3UdqLtnOE7TVCrR4Bqh9xaEy8x1zme2lkeX8/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.actionhall.ca/2021/07/an-invite-to-all-calgary-candidates.html
http://www.actionhall.ca/2021/07/an-invite-to-all-calgary-candidates.html
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Calgary Municipal Ward Poverty Profiles 2021:  
https://enoughforall.ca/action/poverty-profiles-2021  
 
 

 Wrap-Up/Adjournment 

Next meeting: 

Date: August 17, 2021 

Time: 1:30 - 3:30 pm  

Location: Zoom 
 

https://enoughforall.ca/action/poverty-profiles-2021

