
CAN Poverty Reduction 
May 18, 2021 

Zoom 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

 

 

Chair: Allyson Dann, Ben Patmore 
 
Present: 
Mezaun Lakha-Evin (CPAA)   Brad Robertson (Action Hall)   

Allyson Dann (CFAN)                               Andrea van Vaught (Disability Pride) 

Mikaela Johnson (Children’s Link)  Ben Patmore (CCIS) 

Ermira Kusari (CAN)    Colleen Huston (Action Hall) 

  

 Meeting Minutes 
 1. Land Acknowledgement 

Welcome and Introductions 

2. Meeting minutes from April 2021 - Approved 

 3. Follow up from last meeting minutes. 
- AISH Stories: have already received 2 stories and members are continuing to 
coordinate with AISH recipients to get more stories 
- Alberta Community and Social Services released a dataset for monthly Assured 
Income for the Severely Handicapped caseload in the province. An article that breaks 
down the data can be found here: https://kimsiever.ca/2021/04/29/aish-numbers-drop-
under-ucp-first-time-since-2008/. According to the report, AISH cases are larger in 
Edmonton compared to Calgary. There are currently only two regions, north and south, 
to process applications.  
- Colleen read put Brad’s story and journey with AISH and the transition after age 65 
(with Brad’s permission while present at the meeting). 
- In Ontario, when you become a senior, there are more supports and opportunities. 
- It is important to have a member from the Indigenous community participate with a 
story. 
- There are cases where community member with disabilities are on the verge of or 
have become homeless while awaiting to hear back regarding their applications. 
- Recommendation: sales tax to be implemented in Alberta. 
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-alberta-needs-to-get-real-about-its-
fiscal-challenge/  
 
Where are members at in regards to letters/stories for the AISH Campaign? 
- Allyson is working with a member from the community to get their story. 
- Deadline: June 15, 2021.  
- Ermira to send a friendly reminder to AAN members regarding story collection.  

https://kimsiever.ca/2021/04/29/aish-numbers-drop-under-ucp-first-time-since-2008/
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- Once the stories are collected, we can then look at them and identify the positives 
and negatives of AISH and combine them with the data from the survey. 
- We can consider looking at support systems in Canada and around the world, what 
works and what does not. 
- Proposed that we collect stories from frontline workers regarding their experience 
when supporting persons relying on AISH. Question(s) to be asked: Can you share a 
story of a client that you have worked with in the last 30 days that relies on AISH and 
that has had either a positive, negative or neutral experience with AISH? If you think of 
your clients on ASH that you have worked with in the last 30 days, what is one thing 
that would have been helpful to them or made a difference? – Ben will participate in 
the June 3rd Scope event “Matters of the heart, six feet apart” to promote the 
survey. 
 
- Examples to go along with the story: is the application process simple? Do people 
have dignity? Is it timely? Is this person securely housed or in crisis? Do people need a 
fix address? Is it easy to find a doctor? Is it enough to live? Is life more predictable 
making ends meet while on AISH? 
 
What would compensation look like for participants (i.e. money, financial aid, 
giving back). 
- Provide a $20 Walmart gift card to those whose stories will be used for the campaign 
(8-10 stories). Each table member is encouraged to check with their agency to secure 
the money so that we can share on this financially. Please report back to Ermira what 
about what your agency can contribute at your earliest convenience.  
 
What are we using to share information gathered for the campaign, and how can 
we access it (google drive?) 
 - Shared Google Drive for the Poverty Reduction table: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bpDrPZHuk2FPHsN9QFuxTpeODy8O8CaU?us
p=sharing  
 
Set deadline for AISH Campaign 
 - October 17, 2021 - International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
 

Discussing AAN Recruitment Strategy 

- As we expand to Alberta Ability Network, we will continue to consist of the five main 

table for now and focus on expanding the reach for each one across the province. We 

will continue to reach to more organizations across the province and invite them to the 

conversations at the table. 

 

Opportunities:  

CFAN - Cathy Lane Goodfellow Empowerment Fund: 

https://www.mycfan.ca/empowerment-fund  

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bpDrPZHuk2FPHsN9QFuxTpeODy8O8CaU?usp=sharing
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Sinneave Family Foundation – Directors Award: https://sinneavefoundation.org/about-

us/scholarships-awards/directors-award/  

 

Events:  

Virtual Hiring Fair for Disability Service Workers (Calgary) 

May 27, 2021 at 11:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

https://www.generoussolutions.com/e/virtual-hiring-fair-for-disability-service-workers-

calgary-625    

 

 Wrap-Up/Adjournment 

Next meeting: 

Date: June 15, 2021 

Time: 1:30 - 3:30 pm  

Location: Zoom 
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