
CAN Poverty Reduction 
April 20, 2021 

Zoom 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

 

 

Chair: Allyson Dann, Ben Patmore 
 
Present: 
Mezaun Lakha-Evin (CPAA)   Brad Robertson (Action Hall)   

Allyson Dann (CFAN)                               Andrea van Vaught (Disability Pride) 

Mikaela Johnson (Children’s Link)  Ben Patmore (CCIS) 

Ermira Kusari (CAN)    Colleen Huston (Action Hall) 

  

 Meeting Minutes 
 1. Land Acknowledgement 

Introductions and things everyone is looking forward to 

2. Meeting minutes from March 2021 - Approved 

 3. AISH Educational Campaign 

- Look into doing an environmental scan on who is doing work around poverty. 

- Social return on investment – what does it look like and how can we move it 

forward. Current AISH recipients appreciate the health benefits which decline 

once recipients turn 65. It is important to do positive messaging tailored to each 

benefit. Assets for cohabitating couples are combined. How does the Henson 

Trust play into this if the couple were to go their separate ways and split the 

assets? Recommended that we reach out to someone who can speak to the 

table about the Henson Trust so we can learn more about it. 

 

- Is there a document that contains all the information regarding different 

programs across Canada regarding the benefits available that we can share 

with the public? 

*  The Alberta Act group has put together a superficial chart, available at:  

http://www.albertaact.com/p/aish.html 

* Basic Income report from the BC panel looked at all the services a person in 

BC accesses and at what level of government they access those services and 

supports.  

 

 

http://www.albertaact.com/p/aish.html
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Collecting stories: 

- Colleen shared Brad’s story as Brad was having technical difficulties during 

the meeting. 

- Everyone around the table committed to bring one story by the next meeting.  

- Look at a strategy and timeline for the stories and identifies ways that can 

increase participation. 

- Exploring the opportunity to provide an incentive for those submitting their 

stories in the form of a gift card to be one by one participant. 

- The Canadian Disability Benefit has created a platform and is looking for 

stories. Questions they have posted: 

  1.  Do you have a story about life with a disability and limited income? 

  2.  Do you have a personal story about how disability affects income? 

  3.  Do you have a personal story about disability and poverty awareness? 

- Basic Income Calgary has created an a virtual art gallery via their website with 

stories:  https://basicincomecalgary.ca/art-gallery. A submission to showcase 

the gallery has been put forth to the National Basic Income Conference. 

- Article “The 'crip tax': Everything has a cost, but for people with 
disabilities that's quite literally the case”: 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/crip-tax-opinion-1.5856848  
 

One-time payment to persons with disabilities 

You may receive this one-time payment starting April 23, 2021 if: 
• you were confirmed eligible by March 5, 2021; and 
• your personal information was up to date by the end of February 2021; and 
• you did not receive a payment in October 2020 or January 2021. 

 

Engagement with the community 

- Current distribution list for the CAN Poverty Reduction table:  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bpDrPZHuk2FPHsN9QFuxTpeODy8O8C

aU?usp=sharing  

- Members are encouraged to add additional agencies not currently in the list 

that they themselves can connect or we can split the workload. 

- The turnover rate in the disability sector during the pandemic has hit a high 

and this can make it challenging to recruit agency representatives due to the 

ever-changing personnel. In addition, as plans to return to the work in the office 

start being laid out, studies and research is showing that many people do not 

prefer to return to the office (which could potentially impact further shifts in 

https://basicincomecalgary.ca/art-gallery
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/crip-tax-opinion-1.5856848
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bpDrPZHuk2FPHsN9QFuxTpeODy8O8CaU?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bpDrPZHuk2FPHsN9QFuxTpeODy8O8CaU?usp=sharing


CAN Poverty Reduction Table 
April 20, 2021 

 

 

 

 

workplaces and people moving on to other agencies:  

https://www.cnet.com/health/over-80-of-workers-dont-want-to-go-back-to-the-

office-full-time-survey-finds/) 

 

 Wrap-Up/Adjournment 

Next meeting: 

Date: May 18, 2021 

Time: 1:30 - 3:30 pm 

Location: Zoom 
 

https://www.cnet.com/health/over-80-of-workers-dont-want-to-go-back-to-the-office-full-time-survey-finds/
https://www.cnet.com/health/over-80-of-workers-dont-want-to-go-back-to-the-office-full-time-survey-finds/

