
AAN Poverty Reduction 
November 16, 2021 

Zoom 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

 

 

Chair: Ermira Kusari 
 
Present: 
Ermira Kusari (AAN)    Wandyer Paquiz (U of C / AAN) 

Colleen Huston (Action Hall)    Shiri Dirisina (U of C / AAN)    

Patti Desjardine (Community Advocate) Andrea van Vugt (Disability Pride) 

Tanya Leavitt (Momentum)    Hiroko Nakao (Momentum) 

Brad Robertson (Action Hall)    Janice Nicolay (Alex) 

Kassandra Fenske (CJHS)    Albiona Sadikaj (YW Calgary) 

Mary-Beth Finney (URSA)     

Ryan Popplestone (Office of the Advocate for Persons with Disabilities)

 Meeting Minutes 
 1. Land Acknowledgement 

Welcome and Introductions 

2. Meeting minutes from September 2021 - Approved 

 3. Money Matters Presentation 
- Please find the presentation attached to the same email as these meeting 
minutes. 
 
Your Mental Health, Your Money, and You – event registration: 
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/your-mental-health-your-money-and-you-tickets-
204551437857?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch 
 
Living Wage Calgary 2021 
-  Since 2008, Vibrant Communities Calgary (VCC) has been updating the living 
wage figure for Calgary on an annual basis. The framework for calculating a 
living wage is adopted from the Living Wage National Framework created by the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. 
-  Working in collaboration with other municipalities, VCC has adopted the new 
standardized methodology to calculate the living wage rate for Calgary. The 
2021 living wage is $18.60 per hour, a 10% decrease from the 2020 living wage 
of $20.69, and a difference of 24% from Alberta’s minimum wage of $15 per 
hour. The primary reason for the decrease in the living wage is attributed to 
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changes made by the provincial government to Alberta’s childcare subsidy 
program:  https://enoughforall.ca/resources/living-wage-calgary-2021  
How Living Wages are Calculated:  https://livingwagealberta.ca/how-living-
wages-are-calculated/  
 
AISH Awareness and Education Campaign 
- We can look at other ways to continue to share the videos as they speak to 
something very important for the community. 
- AISH Awareness and Educational Campaign videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJr1X6CXnZs&list=PLazWQ5xAlEYQkKh2I
4HRVaifsUStV5VR0 
- Approaches and ways to encourage agencies to ensure the continuity of the 
campaign to be discussed at the January table meeting  
- Disability without Poverty is looking into the possibility of a community 
organizer specific to Alberta and this could be an opportunity for them to have 
something Alberta specific on the website and a great opportunity for AAN to be 
a part of a national movement and website. 
 

 Wrap-Up/Adjournment 

Next meeting: 

Date: TBD 

Time: 1:30 - 3:30 pm  

Location: Zoom 
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