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Zoom 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

 

 

Chair: Allyson Dann, Ben Patmore 
 
Present: 
Mezaun Lakha-Evin (CPAA)   Patti Desjardine (U of C)                                

Shannyn O’Callaghan (Children’s Link) Ben Patmore (CCIS) 

Ermira Kusari (CAN)    Colleen Huston (Action Hall) 

Vivienne Momoh (U of C)    Diane Tan (United Way of Calgary) 

Mary-Beth Finney (URSA) 

  

 Meeting Minutes 
 1. Land Acknowledgement 

Welcome and Introductions 

2. Meeting minutes from May 2021 - Approved 

 3. Follow up from last meeting minutes. 
- AISH Stories: have already received 4 stories and members are continuing to 
coordinate with AISH recipients to get more stories. Deadline to be moved to July 20th, 
2021. Add to the ask (as optional) the age, disability and regions of the province that 
the AISH recipient is from. 
 
Using identify first language in advocacy 
- Disability is a diversity and a way of living and using identity first language, we can 
help shift the narrative.  
 * The way a person identifies is individuals and it is up to the individual to identify as 
they feel comfortable. This is not new to Disability Action Hall as they have been 
involved with this initiative for a while now. 
 * For URSA, clients are the ones that struggle with it the most, starting from the 
diagnosis. Embracing the person first approach but it is up to the clients to identify as 
they feel comfortable. 
 * At CCIS, there have been changed geared towards this. Staff are willing to learn and 
open to the idea and recognizing that there are more opportunities and potential. For 
Newcomers with Disabilities, these changes are instrumental to their participation in 
the society.  
 
Disability Action Hall – the three pronged approach 
- Three ideas on how we can help Albertans who are struggling to meet basic needs: 
1. Protecting social assistance - have enough money to live. Many Albertans struggle 
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to live a life above the poverty line. People living on AISH still falling behind as we 
have seen increases in our rent, food costs. 
2. Basic Income - the federal government announced in the recent throne speech to 
look at basic income for people with disabilities. For many Albertans living on AISH, 
the increase will help pay for food, transportation, and essentials such as toiletries and 
clothes, (currently the majority of income assistance provided by the government goes 
to rent). 
3. Canada Disability Benefit - Disability Tax Credit has become a gatekeeper to many 
services available to Canadians to access disability supports. There are many groups 
and networks to take part in discussions across Canada. 
http://www.actionhall.ca/p/enough-money.html  
 
- There continues to be stigma present around AISH and ASH recipients, especially 
when it comes to employment. Many AISH recipients are willing to work but the 
opportunities are not present. Disability Employment Awareness Month: 
http://www.deam-mb.ca/  
 
- Look at the Enough For All Strategy and explore opportunities for collaboration. 
 
Frontline worker survey: 
- Reviewed the survey questions to be distributed to frontline workers that support 
people who receive AISH supports: https://forms.gle/vnksV3EM3ZtHRb5X8  

 

 

 Wrap-Up/Adjournment 

Next meeting: 

Date: July 20, 2021 

Time: 1:30 - 3:30 pm  

Location: Zoom 
 

http://www.actionhall.ca/p/enough-money.html
http://www.deam-mb.ca/
https://forms.gle/vnksV3EM3ZtHRb5X8

